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INTRODUCTION

Why an Annotated Bibliography?

As river conservation enters the new millennium, conservation advocates are increasingly faced with

the challenge of demonstrating to local communities that protecting rivers is a sound economic

investment as well as good environmental and social policy. Anecdotal information about increased

recreation/tourism dollars, enhanced property values, and municipal savings in drinking water

protection abounds. But how many documented studies with sound methodologies have actually

been conducted to confirm these assertions? The National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails and

Conservation Assistance Program (hereafter referred to as “Rivers & Trails”) conducted a literature

search and concluded that there is little information that addresses the economic benefits of river

conservation. Staff found that even the available information is not presented in a forum easily

accessible to the general public.

The Economics of River Conservation: An Annotated Bibliography is an effort to document,

enhance and share knowledge of the economic benefits of conserved rivers. It offers an extensive list

of studies, papers, and articles on this subject, with summaries of their content. It is the authors’

intent that the studies presented in this bibliography will get further recognition and increased use,

and that researchers will continue to add to this body of knowledge through further study and

documentation.

Methodology

In 1999, Rivers & Trails staff began searching for completed or yet to be published studies on the

economic benefits of conserved rivers and related topics. With the help of the North Carolina State

University library, staff accessed a wealth of electronic databases that contain studies on

environment-related topics throughout the world. The primary databases that provided extensive

resources were the US Department of Agriculture database (AGRICOLA), the Center for

Agriculture and Biosciences International (CAB), Cambridge Scientific Abstracts (CSA), and the

Water Resources Abstracts. Newspaper and periodical articles and scientific papers were identified

from these and other related sources.

Requests for information were sent out via river-related list-serves as well as to Rivers & Trails staff

nationwide. The libraries at the Department of the Interior and the National Center for Recreation

and Conservation were scoured for applicable studies. Finally, the following agencies and

organizations were contacted for information: Bureau of Land Management, US Forest Service,

Federal Emergency Management Agency, America Outdoors, American Rivers, American

Whitewater, the Association of State Floodplain Managers, the Izaak Walton League of America,

and River Network.

When inquiries began to produce redundant results, Rivers & Trails staff ended the searching phase

and began to evaluate the usefulness of what they had found. The approximately 300 studies

collected were further screened to the final 56 titles that appear in this report with annotations. The

screening process was accomplished by determining which studies met the following criteria:
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annotations. The screening process was accomplished by determining which studies met the

following criteria:

Study relates specifically to the economics of river protection,

Study publication date is within the last ten years, unless it is a unique or groundbreaking

study,

Study provides information that is potentially useful to citizen groups and/or local

governments,

Study is easily accessible via the Internet or public libraries.

Thirty-seven additional studies can be found in the appendix. These are related studies that may

be useful, but did not meet all of the above criteria.

General Findings

The 56 annotated bibliographies were organized into the following nine categories: Floodplain

Management, Instream Flow, Property Value, General Value to the Public, Recreation and

Tourism, Water Quality, Wildlife/Habitat/Riparian, “How to…” and Removal of

Unsafe/Obsolete Dams. The numbers and types of studies varied tremendously. The bulk fell

into two main categories: Instream Flow and Recreation and Tourism. Use of the above noted

criteria was critical in limiting these large numbers to a more manageable list. While the

economic effect of dam removal is a burgeoning field of study, NPS staff found only a few

studies on this topic. Because of the increased interest in this issue, much more data is expected

to become available over the next few years. Only a handful of studies on property values,

riparian areas, wildlife and habitat, and floodplain management were found which addressed the

economic benefits of conserved rivers.

If readers are aware of recent, quality studies that meet the above criteria, but are not included in

this bibliography please contact Beth Porter at beth_porter@nps.gov. We will maintain a file

for possible future updates. Rivers & Trails’ goal is to ultimately fill all knowledge gaps on this

issue. In the meantime, program staff hope that the existing references will aid advocates and

government officials in their work to protect our Nation’s river systems.
