Chapter 5:

Recreation

Resource

Inventories and

Studies
Conducting well‐conceived recreation resource

inventories and studies is critical to the overall

planning process. Exemplary recreation service

evolves from thorough and consistent planning,

which evolves from systematic process that

includes the collection and analysis of information

about visitors, as well as the general public. This

information is used to evaluate ongoing programs,

develop new programs, justify or adjust budgets,

help manage crises, and guide the long‐term

decision‐making process inherent in the

implementation of an RMP or general plan.

Recreation resource management is not a

“popularity poll.” Yet the essence of decisionmaking

is setting priorities. And information and

data collection, and analysis help set priorities so

that the plan will meet visitors’ needs and

preferences for recreational opportunities, while

providing protection of natural, cultural, and

historic resources.

It must be emphasized that information and data

collection rarely provide “the answer” to a

recreation management issue or question.

Instead, resource inventories and recreation visitor

studies provide indicators to better‐inform the

decision‐making process. These indicators—

sometimes called the “human dimension” of

resource management—take their rightful place

among fiscal constraints, management philosophy

of an agency or commission, biological and

cultural/historic resource information, and

legislative climate, among other factors in

informing a final decision.

This chapter summarizes recreation resource

inventories and data‐collection techniques

planners use in recreation planning. Resource

inventories and other types of data collection are

typically incorporated during Step 3 –

Documenting Existing Conditions, Step 7 –

Analyzing Alternatives, or Step 9 – Monitoring and

Evaluation of the planning process (see Chapter 1).

Inventories, data, and information provide a

baseline for the planning process, but can also be

used to determine if or how recreation use and

conditions change over time.
